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773 April 14th. At a Committee of the GOVERNORS 


of the City oF Lonpon LYiNG-1N-HosPITAL 


FOR MARRIED WOMEN. 


. 3 7 
5 a Bp 


Committee be given to the Reverend Alexander Cleeve, A. B. 
Vicar of Stockton upon Tees, for. the excellent Sermon by him 


preached on Sunday laft in the 2 of 1 this Ho Hite, and eine we. 


be defired to oe the . | 


ESOLVED and ORDERED, That the Thanks of this 


EE A? 4 
2 2 


TR - | Ti 


BARLOW TRECOTHICK, Eh Alderman, Preſident, 


SIR JAMES HODGES, 
VHV 


H. SHIFFNER, L Vice-Preſidents, 
W. GORDON, Eſq. Ks 


JOHN PATERSON, Eſq. Treaſurer, 
| The STEWARDS, _ 


And the reſt of the GOVER NORS and CONTRIBUTORS 


DD eo 0 n 
N orry OF LONDON rind. A.- oral. 


This SERMON, | 
Publiſhed at their Requeſt, 
18 dedicated by 


: Their moſt obedient humble Servant, 


ALEXANDER CLEEVE. 
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F reely ye have received, freely give. 


O write a treatiſe concerning human nature requires perhaps 
as much knowledge, attention, and reflection as the com- 
838 of a performance on any other ſubject whatever. But 
ſuch a treatiſe is not neceſſary either for directing our conduct, or 
for determining the operation of our feelings. We are all men, 
and we all feel that the gratification of our natural deſires 
vrhere the gratification is not forbidden by any other principle 
is always a ſource of enjoyment to us. But the nature and the 
kinds of our enjoyments are as different and various, as the powers 
and principles which give riſe to them. Except a few of them 
however, which regard ſelf-preſervation, they almoſt all proceed 
from our ſocial nature ; inſomuch that the enjoyments of a human 
creature, entirely unconnected with ſocial life, though he ſhould 
be poſſeſſed of all the neceſſaries for ſatisfying. his hunger and 
thirſt, his love of labour, and deſire of repoſe, would be totally 
different from thoſe of the man who is placed among his fellows. 


r 


As the Sun nouriſhes, invigorates, animates external objects, 
and was certainly created in reference to them; as the Planets 

by their mutual attraction promote and preſerve the regularity of 
their ſeveral motions, — ſo Man was created for Man; and his ſtate, 
his wants, and his deſires, point out his connection with and his 
dependence upon his fellow- creatures. Philoſophers indeed have 
ſometimes talked in their dreams of man's being a ſelfiſh animal, 
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as: enjoying his higheſt pleaſures in ſolitude, as avid all his 5 
views centered in the happineſs of the individual, without the leaſt 


regard to others. But the hut of the Indian, the cottage of the 


peaſant, the pipe of the ſhepherd, the tent of the wanderer, as 


well as the concourſe of the city, the palace of the Prince, the 
government of the ſtate, are an keartSinipiring: contradiction to 
ſuch cheerleſs doctrines. | 


Since then it appears from this partial ſurvey, that the whole 
of the human frame points to a ſtate of ſocial intercourſe ; the very | 


nature of deſire renders it impoſſible that the indulgence of thoſe 


affections which reſpect others ſhould not be attended with enjoy- 


ment and happineſs to ourſelves. The benevolent affections of 


our nature, our defire to ſhed the tear of ſympathy over the 


_ diſtreſſed, to take part in the injuries of the defenceleſs, and to 
| ſhare the innocent pleaſures of the happy, are affections which 


moſt immediately reſpect others, and which while they bleſs 
ſociety, give the moſt exquiſite delight to the individual. 


From benevolent affections, the tranſition is unavoidable to 
beneficent actions. —It is this duty of Perfect Love I ſhall attempt 
to illuſtrate and earneſtly recommend to your practice in the fob 


lowing ſubject.— And 


1ſt, From ab conſideration of that Auguſt Being, D'S ied; : 
the Father of the human race, who has "OY given us all: things 
to enjoy. 


Our conception of the Univerſal Benefactor of mankind muſt: 


be properly formed by the complete ideas of ſuch a benevolence ;: 


becauſe the Deity can never be influenced by thoſe paſſions which 
betray us into partial affections. The Sun placed in the firma-. 


ment by his wiſe appointment is not at all advantaged by tra- 
I oy” 3 velling 


6 F - 


velling 1 the Univerſe, by viſiting and comforting all the 
corners of the Earth. There paſſes not an hour of our lives: 
wherein we do not enjoy the bleſſings of Providence, without re- 
turn, without meaſure, and without intermiſſion. The Almighty 
can have no deſign upon us, who is in himſelf full, ſafe, and in- 
violable. If he ſhould give only for his own ſake, what would 


become of poor mortals, that have "OG to repay him at beſt 
but dutiful OTC. 


Go i is 3 oonthllally the PRE of all our "IAG and 


<« the giver of every good and perfect gift :” and ſurely thoſe are 


none of the leaſt of the divine vouchſafements that enable us to: 


act immediately in his ſtead, and deal out the bounties of his pro- 


vidence to mankind.— Is the whole creation made and ordered for 


the good of every Inhabitant of this lower world, and yet every par- 
ticular man only for the good of himſelf No; each diſtinguiſhing' 


grant of favours © from above” is a loud, and ought to be a per- 
_ 87 *. Pe 


ſuaſive call to Beneficence. The moral; world is ſo governed by 
Gop that the ſcheme of his Providence includes the moſt forcible 
motives to thoſe virtues which are beſt fitted to complete our cha- 
racters. He who enjoys the bleſſings of Heaven, and does not- 
communicate them to his fellow- creatures, ſtops the mercies of 
the Moſt Higheſt in. their appointed courſe: he appropriates a- 
treaſure which. he ought to have benevolently. diſperſed, But the 


man of Charity co-operates with divine benignity, and carries on: 


the gracious purpoſes of infinite wiſdom. And ſince he is deſi- 
rous to the utmoſt. of his power to relieve the diſtreſſes of his, 


fellow creatures, he may juſtly look upon himſelf as entitled to | 


partake in all their joys :. for as his diſpoſition leads him fo far 
into ſympathy with their calamities, it would be unjuſt. to deny, 


him the privilege of ſympathizing in their happineſs. Thus Pro- 
vidence has dealt kindly by him; it has taxed him with the pain- 
ul ſenſation of pity at the diſtreſſes of others, but it has overpaid: 

| | | | the: 


(d), 
the pain by rewarding him with the exquiſite delight yy — 85 
in that quick ſenſibility of good which he has taught others to 
enjoy; and till more, has promiſed him an ample recompence in 
the cker world for Wong what gives him ſo much eh in 
this. 

The contemplation of that Infinite Goodneſs which is con- 
tinually pouring down his benefits upon us, © filling: our hearts 
_ food and « nh —leads 1 us 

4p, To an imitation of- the diving in W 
according to our finite proportion, merciful as our Father in 
Heaven is merciful. Ni n 6 
Vniverſal 8 though a principle of humanity, was 
indeed almoſt extinct among the Jews, about the time that our 
Saviour appeared in the world. No people on earth were more 
diſtinguiſhed: for a narrow felfiſh: ſpirit, and a more malevolent 
_ diſpoſition towards other nations. Juvenal, the Roman Satyriſt, 
in laſhing this churliſh humour of the Jews, ſays, * « they would 
4 refuſe to ſhew a loſt traveller the right way, unleſs he was of 
* their religion, or direct him to a fountain when he was periſh- 
*“ ing with thirſt,” Poſſibly the peculiarity of their inſtitution, 
whereby they were circumſcribed and ſeparated from the reſt of 
the world, that they might not be infected with their 1dolatrous 
cuſtoms, might give-riſe to this ungenerous and unſociable tem- 
per,—But ſuch a behaviour muſt doubtleſs be inexcuſable- in us 
Chriſtians, who are confined within no ſuch incloſure, but profeſs 
4 Religion which was deſigned for the benefit of the world: which 
dilates the horizon of the ſoul beyond the contracted confines of 


Non monſtrare vias, eadem niſt ſaern colenti, 
Quæſitum ad fontem ſolos deducere Verpos.— Sat. xiv. 104. 


intereſt _ 


a 
intereſt or party, unites into one harmonious whole every modifi- - 
cation of our nature whether in ſunſhine or in ſhade ; and breathes - 
the gentle ſpirit of diſintereſted benevolence and love to all man- 
kind. 55 


But alas! an undue attachment to riches has thrown in its 
coldeſt influences to quench this glowing flame of pure delight; 
together with a fondneſs for thoſe unſubſtantial diſtinctions, which 
wealth and luxury have ſet up in the world as the ſtandard of per- 
fection. Stripping this phantom of its deluſive charms, let us 
fairly examine 'the human race in the two general diviſions of 
the honourably rich, and the comparatively poor, as alſo their 
reſpective appointments, duties, and expectations. 


All men are Brethren— and Gop our common Father, who 
% hath made of one blood all nations of men, © who viſiteth 
e the earth and bleſſeth it, and maketh it very plenteous.“ The 
appearance of a grudging hand that weighs out the mercies of 
Heaven — I mean the unequal diſtribution of this world's poſ-. 
ſefſions—ought to be balanced with this comfortable aſſurance, : 
that WHATEVER IS, 15 RIGHT. But if, like the Iſraelites of 
old, we murmur at the diſpenſations of an all juſt Providence, —if 
we would © gather twice as much” as he has wiſely aſſigned for our 
portion, and reje& with impious diſdain the “ food of Angels; 
% meat enough: -I will ſay that a law of this nature muſt ne- 
ceſſarily obtain as a main column in the ſublime edifice of public: 
happineſs, for the preſervation of the ſpecies and the ſupport of 
ſociety. *Tis in the ſocial as in the natural Body, they both con- 
ſiſt of ſeveral members, which by a wiſe diſpoſition of Providence, 
are appointed and adapted to diverſity of operation” and employ- 
ments, for the protection and proſperity of the whole, They 
mutually ſhare in each others good and evil; have no ſeparate in- 
tereſt, but ſuffer or rejoice together. There would not be half 
| C : that 


e) : 

that ſymmetry and - beauty in the body politic if any of its rela- 
| tions were diflolved. Beſides, if all were upon a level, and we 
. were to meet with no trials ariſing from the different paſſions and 
intereſts of men, where would be our emulation? if no poverty, | 

where our fortitude? if no temptations, where our virtue? if no 

afflictions, where our refignation ? if no regular gradation in the 
ſcale of rational exiſtence, and conſequently no diſproportion of 
- circumſtances, no diſappointment in our worldly vanities, what 
would become of our attention to en realities ? 


Again, it is! a certain truth, chat between the higheſt ny loweſt. 

ſtations of life, there is not that difference of preſent happineſs 
which is generally ſuppoſed ; nor do ſplendor, ſtate, and wealth 
run away with ſatisfaction. We know not enough of the world, 
or of Providence, to form a judgment what natural dangers and evils 
we might have been expoſed to had a high ſituation been our“ por- 
« tion in this life ;”” nor do we know enough of our own treache- 

- rous hearts to be aſfured we ſhould have kept clear from moral 
corruption; that our advancement would not have been our bane, 
and made our tranſgreſſions exceed the meaſure of the preſent: 

- poſſeſſors, whom we are ſo ready to envy or cenſure. And there- 
fore we ought in prudence as well as duty, humbly to acquieſce 
in our appointed ſtate however removed from grandeur and afflu- 
ence. To chooſe our condition, ſeldom lies in our power; but 
we may always reſt ſatisfied with a wiſer choice that is made for 
us. Whatever it be, it is what Gop knows to be fitteſt ;—our 
whole concern is to act it well, as we hope for any favour, or fear 
any diſpleaſure from the Supreme Diſpoſer of ſtations and recom- 

pences.— This ought to be an awful check to the inſolence and 

diſcontent of the moſt neceſſitous; and at the ſame time a comfort 
great enough to expand and warm the ſouls of the reſigned and 

* conſcientious poor, that as to future expectations in a better 

world the moſt ſubſtantial and durable happineſs—the meaneſt 
of 


Ci!) 
of the ſons of men will have his full ſhare; his caſs being * 


by that impartial hand, which poiſes the ſcales of juſtice in the 
moſt even manner; and in the . of SALVATION hath no 


7 Reſpect of Perſons.” 


When ee the great day ſhall bring every ſoul to account, N 
none ſhall be exalted merely for his preſent poverty or lowly eſtate, 
but only in proportion to the goodneſs -of his behaviour under 
them. So that a wicked poor perſon may © receive his evil things” 
both 1 in this world and the next. But here lies the conſolation,— 
as was juſt now obſerved—and the reward of the induſtrious and 
- religious poor, that the Scripture hath declared, there are * laſt 
« which ſhall be firſt.” Such will virtually be found to have 
more honour, a better underſtanding, and truer riches than the 


moſt learned and exalted ſinner, than any proud ſcorner who 


dares to make a ur of his ws. Apis his ſoul, and his Gov. 


It is now time I addreſs myſelf to the Rich: — 0 whom much. 
& js given, much ſhall be required.” In the diſtribution of 
worldly conditions, © who made thee to differ from another?“ Is 
it not owing to the kind diſpoſition of a heavenly Father, that thou. 
waſt dropped, as it were, in the lap of plenty; that meagre po- 
verty did not ſeize thee at the very entrance into life, and accom- 
pany thee in all thy progreſs, condemning thee to a ſervile, la- 
borious, and yet hungry eſtate ? Is it not owing to his diſtinguiſh- 
ing favour that thy faculties have been cultivated by education: 
and various means of improvement ? that thou haſt been given. 
underſtanding to know his ſovereign will, with power and leiſure 
to put it into practice ?—And if you make no uſe, or an ill uſe of 
your eminent qualifications ; if your method of doing good and 
acting rightly be not in fome degree commenſurate with your abi- : 


lity ; if you maintain. not a due practical ſenſe of obedience to the 
5 Supreme 


paths of religion and virtue. Nor is it an eaſy thing to keep clear 


62) 
Supreme Donor, nor execute the reſpectire offices incumbent on 


your ſtation, whether it reſpects yourſelf, my: neighbours, or 
the community; where 1 is your Gratitude = 


It deſerves your conſideration, that—as a ſort of Balance of Pro- 
vidence in the diſpenſation of ſublunary enjoyments,—1n propor- 
tion to the number and weight of the bountiful gifts of Heaven, 


ou are left under an obligation to a variety of duties, and a 


heavier charge upon the conſcience: and at the ſame time ſub- 
jected to manifold and ſtrong temptations to deviate from the 


of infection, and after an enchanted cup, not to forget ſome part 


of duty towards yourſelves, the world about you, or your NT 


In ſuch a caſe, 6c to him that qvercometh ſhall the reward be given.” 
But ſhould any of you lay hold only on the diſadvantageous cir- 
cumſtances of a ſuperior condition, catch greedily at the ſnares 


and temptations, and let the benefits flip from you; here is 


mou Prudence ? 


Reflect allo, chat you th not one . Gogls: faculty, pre- 
eminence, or ability of any kind, but what is a grant in truſt for 
general benefit, and to anſwer the demands of the world upon 
you. And there are numberleſs good offices which the world 
has a Right to from your Purſe, Pains, Advice, Example, or 
Authority. The tear that mingles with wretchedneſs as it falls, 
its worth cannot be reckoned i in gold or ſilver.— The affection I 
perceive in my friend when my heart is overwhelmed, if I could 
compare it with the Ido] of the intereſted, —let my heart never 
385 it again. 


« Bleſſed then is that wand who ſhall be found faithful :”? 
Bur if any of you abuſe the truſt repoſed in you, by waſting your 
Lord's goods in luxury and exceſs; or detaining them by un- 


I righteous 


ta 13 * 
Wa neſs ; 1 you accept a ſtation ind; \commiſſion: 


from above "fi divers uſcful purpoſes, without performing the: 
conditions; ; you fill up the meaſure of iniquity and cover it with 
injuſtice. View leiſurely the bitter conſequences ;—the', unjuſt! 
Steward equally with ! the unprofitable” ſervant ſhall be caſt into 
3 * utter darkneſs, there ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth!“ 


Laſtly Where there why: excellency i it Allaiuv to be hidden: if 
a man is generous, it will appear in his conduct, and the hand will: 
follow: the heart as naturally as the bloſſom is ſucceeded by the 
fruit. The ſweeteſt bloſſom is tenderneſs of heart, and the faireſt 
fruit is Charity. The beauties of the body will decay, the beau- 
ties of the mind are everlaſting. The ſureſt way to be beloved [ 
is to do ee re 18 YOUR REWARD. ni . 


? ? ” 
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o thiſe a ow nen a e to 45 of af generolity; 11 
who copying after the glorious example of their Father who is 
in Heaven, have become the patrons of the afflicted and miſerable; 
who were i needy, naked, deſerted, © ready to periſh; without 
help, and without friends Gop and Angels, and good men like 
themſelves excepted ;——to ſuch Chriſtians in earneſt, very little 
need be ſaid to excite their Beneficence on the preſent ſolemn oc- 
caſion: and let thoſe who have not trained themſelves to deeds of 
Charity, make a trial of their hearts now; and it is not to be 

doubted from the natural make and diſpoſition of the human 
frame but that the ſoul will look upon itſelf as +: 6h gratified - 
by tha ſacrißce to eee | ; 


With od to W 1 3 Eſtabliſhment, fot which I am 
no an humble but earneſt ſuitor, the fruitful experience of above 
twenty years is no inconſiderable proof of its utility. Perhaps 
you will not eaſily find one, in the promoting of which political 
17 D a motives 
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ſocial advantages ariſing from that fituation, and the timely appli - 


(24) 
notives are ſo. cloſely united with religious; in which pity is ſo 


tenderly excited, and fociety ſo much benefited. If we conſider 


the imbecillity of the Sex, the danger of their ſituation, the 


cation of this relief; very few charities can compare with the 


In other benevolent inſtitutions the diſtempered object is taken 
in with only the proſpe& of a fortuitous cure: but here, at thats 
perilous eriſis when no words can expreſs, no colours paint her 
approaching anguiſh, the afflicted, virtuous wife is far better ac- 
commodated than her own narrow lodging will admit in this 
particular exigence of her ſex; here remedies and mitigations. 
are applied to ſickneſs. and pain, with all he powers of art, the 
extreme delicacy due to her fituation, and the tenderneſs of friend- 
ſhip. At once the babe is: reſcued: from the dangers that ſur- 
rounded it, and the mother delivered in her calamitous cireum- 
ſtances ; fo that the hand that is. ſtretched out to aſſiſt is in ſome: 
meaſure able to ſave; and the helpleſs Patient enters with a pleaſs.. 
ing proſpect of going back to - tas 6 48 _ "OTA ae. ol 
4 children.“ | | as 


In moſt other W the benefit is but ſingle, the ae 
that is thrown in extends to one alone; but in this there is a 
relief given to two; and while the Parent bleſſes the benevolent 
heart that has been open to her diſtreſſes, the Infant only waits. 
his growing powers to praiſe and thank the Almighty for having 


inſpired his fellow- creatures with a good will to protect him. 


Thus they both meet with kind protection; and for the convul- 
{ive throes of nature, the fond Mother is repaid: by the ſmiles. 


of an Infant that ſhe-can claſp to her boſom in joyful ſecurity. 


« * 
Can F 


e 9 


Can Humanity acknowledge a ſtronger claim to its compal- 
fion Can Charity deſire a more proper object on which it 
may exerciſe, the work of labour and love Impoſſible 
When we conſider, that we all came in the ſame manner into the 


world, we may :juſtly: be thought forgetful. of. our very original, 


and unthankful for our being, if we overlook the miſeries, and 
negle& the wants of Child-birth. We may be thought not to 
have been the ſons of Women, or nurſed with the milk of their 
breaſts, but in the ſlile of poetry, born of rocks, and ſuckled 
«. by tigers, if we are without ſenſe of pity for their pains. 
Can we refuſe to aid that ſex, to whom we may be ſaid to owe 
 eurſelves; in whoſe breaſt God has infuſed an extraordinary de- 
gree of tenderneſs, which is continually exerting: itſelf in our in 
fancy, as well as in every ſickneſs and: diſorder which happen to 
us afterwards in life; and on whoſe affections and comforts ſo. 
much of our happineſs and pleaſure here depends O! let it not 
be ſaid we are unmindful of their anguiſh, to whom we _ | 
n cont tina] and dee, obl n 


7⁰ eve: « own | fl it muſt . 520 to wy many 
wine on this occaſion, They muſt be immediately touched with 
| the evils of a caſe, to which they themſelves are ſubjet, and 
whieh the greateft part of them undergo. ——Theſe we may leave 
to the workings of humanity and nature; only reminding them, 
that if the pains and hazards which they have felt, or at leaſt 
been eye-witneſſes of, have been hardly tolerable, even when 
there was no want of all proper ſuccours, when there were every 
conſolation: and relief which art or fortune can furniſh ; how 
much more terrible muſt it be to ſtruggle with the one, without 
any of the advantages of the others; Let this eonſideration be 
attended to; and I truſt no more will be neceſſary to them, either 
to point out what may be particularly expected from them, or to 
incite them —_ to practiſe it. 
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more ele „ eakhfül fil etired: büildig ail TI am 8 
authoriſed to fay i in the words of truth and impartiality, that not- 
withſtanding any uncharitable reports that may have been raiſed 
to the contrary, Strength is the only;Magnificence, and Conve- 
nience the proudeft ornàment of this work of Mercy. And if we 
add to this the wife and excellent meaſures taken to confine the 
comforts here adminiſtered to regular MX RRI ED. lying-in women 
only, and the prudent precautions uſed to obviate every objeCtion | 


and complaint; ſurely, my beloved, it muſt claim your approba-' 
tion and invite your charity. Jou will, I am perſuaded, cheer- 


fully aſſiſt it yourſelves, many of you become the ſettled Nurſ⸗ 


ing fathers and nurſing Mothers of it,“ and earneſtly recom- 
n it to every compaſſionate heart chat moves within the cirele 
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Thus you will not ſuffer this Inflitaticn to continue any Jonget 
like the confined cure at the pool of Betheſda, but reſembling 


yourſelves, cauſe others to reſemble in ſome degree, the boundleſs:- 


power of chat Maſter to whoſe ſervice it is dedicated ;- whoſe heal- 


ing energy cured whole countries of their diſeaſed; 'when,—as 7 


many as could * touch but the hem of his nen were made 
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4 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye neafalt, ubinoveableg 
4 always abounding in This work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye 


40 know that your labour will not be 1 in vain in the Lord. _ FRI" | 
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